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Welcome from the Mayor
Good evening to you all and welcome to the Grand Final of 
the Mayor of Reading’s Let’s Sing choir competition. This is 
the third year we have run this popular event and this year 
the standard of entries has been exceptional.  

High quality entries require equally skilled judges and this year I am joined by 
Matthew Foster, Caroline Cook and Cllr Marian Livingston. Matthew is a well 
known performer in Reading, is a Director of Creative People and works with 
Readipop and The Rock Academy Foundation. Caroline blogs at The Broadsheet 
Boutique and was the former features editor for The Reading Post. She’s judged 
the Alternative Queen of Reading in the past and knows her stuff.  Marian 
founded this event when she was Mayor in 2014 and we hope she’ll be pleased 
with the wide range of choirs we have performing here tonight.

This evening will not only highlight the wonderful choirs we have in Reading, 
proceeds will be going to my two charities: Babies in Buscot raise money for the 
special care baby unit at the Royal Berkshire Hospital where my youngest son was 
very well looked after and Fibromyalgia UK raise money for research into this life 
changing condition and also provide support for those living with fibromyalgia and 
their families. You can donate to my charities at 
www.virginmoneygiving.com/ReadingMayorSarahHacker

Let me know your favourite on Twitter. 
Tweet me @mayorofreading or use #LetsSingRdg

Councillor Sarah Hacker,
Mayor of Reading



Meet the Choirs
Reading Male Voice Choir
RMVC was founded in 1971 by Gwyn Arch, who is our 
President today.  Clive Waterman accompanied the choir 
almost from the very beginning and is now our Musical 
Director, assisted by Lucy Joy Morris.  We are a growing choir 
with just over 80 members, open to all men without audition.  
Our focus is on raising money for charities by performing at 
concerts where we perform a highly varied and changing 
repertoire.  Most of our concerts are local to Reading but we 
also go further afield including tours abroad.  In 2014-15 we 
raised £12,500 from thirteen concerts for local charities in 
the Thames Valley.   
www.rmvc.net

Blessed Hugh Farringdon Senior
The Senior BHF Choir has existed for 7 years in various 
forms having been led by a variety of people including both 
staff and pupils. At present Tracy Kpani-Addy, a gifted year 
10 student, is leading the choir having giving her debut 
performance as leader at a recent school concert in February. 
The choir have sung in a number of venues and events. This 
includes the Charity concert ‘Children Helping Children’ 
which took place at the Hexagon last February, and is being 
held again later this month.

St Mary & All Saints Primary 
We are a primary school choir that meets as an after school 
club every week.  We love to sing and perform a variety 
of songs from different musical genres, including tackling 
a challenging vocal range and harmonies.  Our youngest 
member has just turned 7 and our oldest is 11.  Whilst 
about half of us have been part of the group for two years 
now, our newest members only joined this term and have 
thrown themselves into the challenge of a competition with 
enthusiasm!
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Crossfields Chamber Choir 
Consists of around thirty members from Years 6 - 8 and 
rehearses twice a week. They sing a mixture of traditional 
and popular songs and are always working towards an 
exciting event. This academic year they have performed at 
the Autumn Concert, Open Mornings, the Carol Service, Year 
6 Performing Arts Evening, Wellington College’s Choral Day 
and on Sunday they will sing at the Woodley Festival. The 
choir is very excited about singing at the Hexagon for the 
third consecutive year in the Let’s Sing, Competition. It is the 
perfect start to the weekend.

Arborfield Military Wives Choir
The Arborfield Military Wives Choir is currently made up of 
16 wives, girlfriends & daughters of serving & former serving 
personnel from the Army, Navy & RAF. First & foremost, we 
are a support network & our ethos is to be able to sing, share, 
support & auditions or experience are not required. We 
formed in June 2013 but due to the nature of the job, we are 
a very transient choir. Over the next few weeks we have or 
will be saying goodbye to 5 ladies but we have also welcomed 
several new members & only 2 ladies from the original choir 
remain with us. Our MD is Dan Tickner & really has done an 
amazing job in leading us. Highlights of this year include the 
opportunity to join Lulu on stage in March & for a very lucky 
9 to go New York to join a further 125 Military Wives to sing 
in Carnegie Hall.

Glee Club UK Caversham 
Opening your mouth and belting out your favourite song 
feels great, and when you’re part of a group it’s a million 
times better! Glee Club UK is an adult choir for people who 
love to sing. Open to men and women, aged 16 or over, 
there are no auditions, no solos and no need for previous 
experience or music reading. It’s a great way to de-stress and 
meet new people. As has been proven: singing is good for 
your emotional and physical  well-being! Have a look at our 
website – GLEECLUBUK.COM or call Terri on 07900 210969 to 
get involved.
SING...LAUGH...LIVE HAPPY!

Blessed Hugh Farringdon Junior 
The choir is based in Blessed Hugh Faringdon Catholic School 
in Reading. We rehearse every Monday after school from 
3 to 4pm. It’s members are largely from Year 7 with older 
pupils from Year 8 and above who come along to sing and 
support them. We set this choir up each year to introduce 
pupils to the musical life of the school and give them plenty 
of opportunities to perform and grow in confidence.  The 
choir in non-auditioned with an emphasis on fun, enthusiasm 
as well as learning about the technique needed in singing and 
being part of a team.



The Barberettes
The Barberettes are a group of about 30 ladies who sing 4 part 
a-cappella arrangements  of songs from 1900s to the present 
day. We were founded in 1976 in response to a desire from local 
women who wanted to sing in the Barbershop style. So this year 
we are celebrating our 40th still have 2 original members amongst 
our members. 
We are a true Community choir as we’re open to all. Our ladies are 
from the local area and come weekly to our rehearsals at St John’s 
hall in Woodley to escape everyday life and enjoy the freedom of 
performing this style of music. 
What is astounding is that the group is able to produce great 
sounding music when less than a third of the Chorus read music. 
They learn their parts purely by hearing the part and constant 
rehearsing.
We love performing and enjoy sharing our energy with an 
audience and we hope that you enjoy our performance tonight.

Jewel Tones 
Jewel Tones started in 2012 by Charvil-based music teacher 
Suzanne Newman. The members come from the surrounding area 
to rehearse on Sunday evenings in Charvil. The choir is for girls 
between the ages of 10 and 16. We sing a wide variety of music 
and regularly take part in concerts, festivals and competitions. 
Jewel Tones has just shared a concert with the A440 choir who 
they met at the Let’s Sing final in 2015. On March 19th the choir 
will be travelling to Warwick to take part in the regional heats of 
the Choir of the Year competition. Jewel Tones are looking forward 
to taking part in Let’s Sing Reading 2016!

Tapestry 
Tapestry is an all female chamber choir based in Berkshire. Our 
aims as a choir are to produce high quality performances, sing to 
the best of our abilities, perform new and interesting repertoire, 
and have fun as an ensemble. In rehearsal we focas on singing 
and breathing as one, while allowing each singer to sing with 
a full-bodied and individual voice. Upcoming plans include a 
concert of Renaissance lute songs with lutenist Taro Takeuchi, 
and a performance of French 20th century repertoire for higher 
voices at St Lawrence’s Reading. We are passionate about the 
music we make, and hope that the enthusiasm is contagious for 
our audiences.

GLorEE
We are a group of singers from St John the Baptist Church in 
Crowthorne, who have fun singing ‘pop’ songs we all enjoy and 
offering them up to God in worship because of their Christian 
connotations. As well as singing in special services in our church, 
we also love sharing our songs with the wider community, 
whether it’s out on the Morgan Rec at the May Fair, at our village 
Flower Festival, with the residents of local homes for the elderly 
or people out doing their Christmas shopping . . . we also sing 
at church social events and weddings.  Although we are a small 
group we make a lot of noise!  We don’t read sheet music, and 
instead take a song and develop it in its own special way . . . we 
call it “being GLorEE-fied!”



Bulmershe Ensemble 
The Bulmershe Ensemble was established at the Bulmershe 
School in January 2014 to enter the Reading Let’s Sing 
Hexagon Competition. This event really sparked their 
enthusiasm and ever since they have worked extremely 
hard and have grown from strength to strength. They were 
delighted to last year win the youth category of the Let’s Sing 
competition and to enter their first national competition – 
winning a performance award at the Music for Youth National 
Festival!  The students range in age from year 10 to Sixth 
Form and are accompanied by students on the Piano and 
Drums. The students (including the accompanists) learn all 
arrangements by ear.

The Sainsbury Singers 
The Sainsbury Singers is a Musical Theatre company and 
registered charity formed in 1938 by Frank Sainsbury 
(nothing to do with the famous supermarket) and performs 
high quality musicals twice yearly in Reading at The Hexagon, 
and other local venues. We also do concerts, carol singing 
and fundraise for local and national charities. Rehearsals are 
Mondays and Wednesdays at Grange Church Hall Southcote 
and a friendly welcome awaits new members, either on 
stage, back stage or front of house.  Our next show is ‘Hot 
Mikado running 25-28 May at The Hexagon, as part of 
Reading’s year of culture.

Time to Sing Community Choir 
Time to Sing are a small, friendly and social community choir 
formed only in May 2015.  The 29 members meet once a 
week in Earley to sing a wide variety of music ranging from 
show tunes to pop / rock.   They love to perform at local 
events and the support the local community in any way they 
can while having a whole lot of fun in the process.  They also 
particularly enjoy singing in close Harmony.  They are ably led 
and accompanied by the very talented Dan Tickner who will 
be accompanying them this evening.  
For more details regarding the choir please contact 
trish.nawacki@madacademy.com or phone 
01189 770050. 

SOTA  
The SOTA Adult Rock Choir (SARC) in Reading has been having 
fun singing rock, pop, jazz and gospel numbers since 2009.
SARC meets every Thursday evening at the Southcote 
Primary School in Reading from 8pm til 9.30pm and is lead by 
accomplished Vocal Coach, Juliette Caton to give Reading’s local 
community an opportunity to get together to sing and be social. 
Anyone can join and members don’t need to audition or be 
able to read music. 
The members of SARC love participating in this competition, 
and as well as performing, really enjoy hearing all the other 
choirs performing too. 
www.sota.uk.com
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The Mayor’s Charities
This year the Mayor is fund raising for the following 
charities.  

Babies in Buscot Support (BIBS)  
is a charity that supports the babies and their families in the special care baby 
unit at the Royal Berkshire Hospital.  Cllr Hacker chose this charity as a thank 
you after they looked after her youngest son who was born 9 ½ weeks early.  
BIBs has helped many families in Reading and the surrounding area helping 
to give sick and premature babies the best start to life.

FMA UK   
is a fibromyalgia charity.  It is soon to merge with FibroAction to form 
Fibromyalgia Action UK.  Fibromyalgia is a chronic condition of widespread 
pain and profound fatigue.  It is thought to affect 1 in 25 people and currently 
often goes undiagnosed.  Cllr Hacker chose this charity after visiting the local 
support group in Reading and seeing the many difficulties and challenges 
faced by those with the condition.

Find out how you can donate to the Mayor’s Charities by 
visiting www.reading.gov.uk/mayor
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Theatre Regulations  
Smoking is not permitted anywhere in the building.No 
photography, video or tape recording.
Please ensure all mobile phones are switched off duration of the 
performance.
In accordance with the requirements of Reading Borough Council:
1. The Public may leave at the end of the performance by all exit 
 doors and such doors at that time must be kept open.
2. All gangways, corridors, staircases and external passageways 
 intended for exit shall be kept entirely free from obstruction 
 whether permanent or temporary.
3. Persons shall not be permitted to stand or sit in any of the  
 gangways intersecting the seating, or sit in any of the other 
 gangways.

ALL PROCEEDS FROM TONIGHT’S SHOW 
GO TO THE MAYOR OF READING’S CHARITY 
FUND WHICH THIS YEAR IS SUPPORTING;

• Babies in Buscot Support (BIBS)
• FMA UK

We will be collecting for the 
Mayor’s Fund during the interval 

and after the concert 
in the foyer.




